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SPOTLIGHT ON: 

 September 2016 

In This Issue 
 Walkadoo 

 Ecumenical Retreat 

 Spring Fling Save The Date 

 “Fermentation” 

The good folks who gather together for food and fellowship in the Reno Sparks area have the added 

benefit of also gathering each week at church! Many of them also attend the Sparks church and are 

active participants.  Diana Greer is in charge of making sure everyone is notified of what restaurant 

or home (always potluck!) is the gathering point. Last December Nadine DeWitt and John Sublett 

opened their house (right before a trip to Italy) for a Christmas feast. John and Elaine Schmidt chose 

a Chinese restaurant as their restaurant of choice and everyone drove out to Velma Thornburg’s fa-

vorite Fernley restaurant, The WigWam! 

This group has kept busy this past year with John and Janice Emerson traveling for their youngest 

daughter’s wedding in Southern California, Karla Bowman directing “Godspell” at both Sparks UMC 

and South Reno UMC, Jacquie Meadows traveling to Cuba with the Road Scholars Tour Group, 

and Tom Butler attending a pre-conference on John and Judiasm and the annual meeting of Society 

of Biblical Literature at Mercer University’s McKathy School of Theology in Atlanta. Art Gafke and 

Elena De La Peña traveled to Mendocino and explored the Botanical Gardens. Unexpectedly, they 

ran into a friend’s son and family, Matthew, whom they had not seen since he was seven years old! 

They were also able to join son Adam and his wife Sylvia for a Napa wine tasting tour. 

John and Helen Foster have moved to The Cascades in Sparks thanks to the help of all three of 

their children (Ginger, Bard, and Susan).   Mary Helen Thomas has been able to join the group for 

luncheons much to everyone’s delight. She was able to spend Christmas with her children on the 

East Coast. Patrick and Carol Leamy were also welcomed into the group this past year. 

This group has become more intentional about meeting bimonthly instead of just at Christmas time. 

This allows them to be available to support one another when needed as well as celebrate the mile-

stones and joys of life. 

Reno/Sparks Cluster 

This is the first in a series spotlighting the various groups 

that gather together for fellowship and, of course, they 

each do their gatherings a bit differently but we want to 

celebrate the vitality and joy that comes with these get-

togethers.  

If you are not part of a group and would like to find one or 

start one, please contact Nancy Daley at 916-539-4249 or 

nancydaley@ca-nv-rca.org 
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President’s  

Ponderings 

                           ~Marty Murdock 

Dear Colleagues, 

We are grateful to the good folks who created the Retired Clergy 
Association some 30 years ago, and to the Endowment Board 
which makes our programs possible and provides support for 

our good Executive Officer, Nancy Daley. It makes me happy to take a turn at shepherding 
this good organization along—though the election process was long and arduous of course… 

Thank you all for your attendance at our Retired Clergy Luncheon at Annual Conference. 
(One more year in Burlingame and then on to Modesto!) Besides wonderful table conversa-
tions, you all go to celebrate with our four scholarship recipients, whose theological educa-
tions you are helping to fund. Thank you again. Thank you for supporting the families of col-
leagues and their surviving spouses at the memorial service and reception.  

Thank you for submitting your expense receipts for attending Annual Conference.; It seems 
that increasing the amounts available did boost the numbers of people who were able to at-
tend this year. Our money may go ever further in Modesto. Once again, thank you to the En-
dowment Board for providing the funds to make these Conference Claimants per diem pay-
ments possible. 

Spring Fling, April 19-20, 2017, is another very good time to get together. There is always 
good music and good fellowship. Last year we enjoyed our own Barbara Troxell sharing from 
her heart and her experience. Next April we get to hear from Father Tom Bonnaci about Pope 
Francis. He was much appreciated as a presenter last year at the Ecumenical Retreat. Spring 
Fling registration information will be coming in January/February. The Ecumenical Retreat in-
formation can be found in this issue.  

In a few weeks several of us will head to New Orleans for the 10th or 11th time, to continue 
the rebuilding after the hurricanes. We might even help flooding recovery after this year’s 
storms in the future. It has been very satisfying to get people back into their homes, even after 
long waits for some of them. It has been a double pleasure to hang out with our colleagues 
from across the years as we work side by side doing relief work. Keep this in mind as you 
make your plans for 2017. 

There is also a newer exciting development to report. In addition to our networks of luncheon 
gatherings across the Conference, and our faithful reporters of the latest news from among 
us, a Pastoral Response Team is now emerging. The initial training  occurred in September 
and there will be ongoing training so we can deliver quality service. The mission of the PRT is 
to have people ready to come alongside others in a pastoral way when needed. This kind of 
response is in our skill sets and we can make a difference in the lives of retired clergy and 
spouses. Carolee Catterall is chairing this effort. 

Please join in these opportunities. You will be glad you did. 

Shalom, 

 

Marty 

 September 2016 
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Walk-a-Doo 

Wellness 
 

A free FitBit! 

Daily challenges! 

Encourage others! 

Be encouraged! 

 

More information can 

be found on the 

Board of Pensions 

website 

www.cnumc.org/

wellness 

 

Executive Officer’s      
Message 

G 
reetings and salutations! I hope 

this issue of Days of Grace 

finds your days filled with grace 

indeed! 

What a busy summer it has been 

for all! It seems that every time I 

meet with any RCA member, the 

theme has been… SO many things 

are going on!  

Around my house, we have had comings and goings and staying 

put. Our eldest daughter, Kaitlyn has moved back home. Living, 

working, and going to school in San Francisco proved to be too 

expensive. So she is back home to pay off her student loans and 

other acquired debt. Unfortunately, her daddy who has missed 

her most terribly (my husband Norm, to make that clear!) took a 

job at Hill Air Force Base in Ogden, UT about 2 weeks after she 

moved back home. He will be there for 2-3 years working to-

wards a better pension and retiree heath care. He is buying a 

fixer upper so he will have something to keep him occupied on 

the weekends. We are all adjusting to squishing our own bugs 

and lifting our own heavy things! Emma (our youngest) and I 

have stayed put. Both of us working and she’s going to school 

too. She will be back at See’s Candy for the holidays so we will 

be resplendent in chocolate which makes everything better.  

You will be hearing more about the Pastoral Response Team 

over the next year. We are still working out the process, but we 

have a team ready to work on how best to serve retired clergy 

and spouses. Our primary mission is to meet those who need a 

listening ear and be a spiritual presence during difficult points in 

life. We are loosely based on Stevens Ministry; short term spiritu-

al companionship. Please keep the team in mind as you are most 

likely to hear about friends in need before any “official” channels. 

Help us help others! 

Grace and peace, 

          ~Nancy 
 

  September 2016 

Have you moved?  

New phone number?  

New email address?  

Please send updates to: 

RCA 

9328 Elk Grove Blvd. #105-141 

Elk Grove, CA 95624 

 

nancydaley@frontiernet.net 

http://www.ca-nv-rca.org
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Ray Alderman is now living at 

Brookdale Senior Living Residence 

in Bakersfield. He went there for 

rehab after a bout with pneumonia. 

He, and his daughter, Susan, de-

cided it was the time and place for 

Ray to relocate. He is very grateful 

for Susan’s care and help. He is 

taking a creative writing class, and 

hopes to take some exercise clas-

ses, too. Ray had a car accident, 

also, and decided it was time to 

stop driving.  

 

David and Sherry Atkins had ten 

great days at Mammoth Lakes with 

their entire family. They enjoyed 

time on the lakes and bicycle trails. 

On weekends they are in Laguna 

Woods with their two daughters 

and families. They spend time at-

tending volleyball and soccer 

games. Sherry stays several 

weeks down south often, while Da-

vid comes back to Bakersfield for 

counseling appointments. They are 

excited about the growth of their 

bell choir at Wesley UMC. 

 

Dick Bayard had a big celebra-

tion for his 90th birthday, with family 

from the mid-west, the east coast, 

and from Iceland! It was a great joy 

for everyone, especially for Dick. 

Five days later, he was at Stanford 

hospital for a replacement of his 

aortic heart valve. The procedure 

went beautifully, and his healing 

went well. Thanks be to God! He is 

teaching a Bible study group, and 

enjoys his daily life along with his 

youngest daughter. 

 

John and Sylvia Corson visited 

their 100th country - Nuka Hiva, a 

Marquesas Island. Son Peter, tore 

his right quadriceps in January 

while fishing in Maui. After compli-

cations and 4 surgeries, he is 

healing well. Twin grandsons, 

Jack and Justin (12), graduated 

from 6th grade, standing 5’11” and 

5’9 ½” respectively. In August, 

John had a severe foot infection 

and surgery. Nurse Sylvia man-

aged to get him up and out for their 

59th anniversary! She’s having fun 

being in the “driver’s seat” for a 

change. 

 

Harry and Anita Dutt attended a 

delightful four day reunion with 

Harry’s seven siblings in South Da-

kota, and 34 family members.  

They also enjoyed several days 

with Anita’s sister and friends. In 

Santa Barbara, they continue to 

enjoy the three area UMC church-

es and their many church friends. 

One granddaughter is a senior at 

USC and the other works in Los 

Angeles. Their two grandsons at-

tend Liberty H.S. school in Brent-

wood (Contra Costa County). 

 

Bob and Nancy Schwartz have 

enjoyed some good visits with their 

son and family. Nancy has traveled 

north to visit a number of family 

members, and some dear friends 

she has known for years. Bob 

spent two weeks in Germany to 

visit family and friends, including 

the family’s home area. Between 

them they have covered a lot of 

miles! One of Nancy’s joys is cook-

ing lunch for the Senior Center on 

Wednesdays at First UMC, Bakers-

field. 

 

Sharon Watson is anticipating 

the wedding of her son Jonathan in 

October. They hope to marry on 

the 23rd since that is the anniver-

sary of their first meeting. Sharon 

is excited about the wedding! Her 

son, Joel, is being reassigned to 

San Diego from Chicago by the 

U.S. Navy which means he will be 

closer to home. He works with Na-

vy computers. Sharon is very 

proud of one of her granddaugh-

ters, who is in the nursing program 

at Bakersfield College.  

 

Harry Wood has done a lot of 

traveling since the death of Ruth. It 

has been comforting to visit with 

his daughter’s family in Florida, 

and with his son and family in Tai-

wan. Harry is proud of his son who 

has received a career promotion, 

and will be relocating to Hong 

Kong. He has been doing a lot of 

reading and reflection. He is deeply 

appreciated his daughter’s recent 

visit from Miami Beach. Harry says, 

“I am grateful for God’s Grace.”   

 

Don and Donita Roulsten have 

been traveling! In June they spent 

two weeks in Scotland and Ireland. 

They enjoyed seeing castles and 

their ruins, and beautiful scenery. 

Later, they visited Floyd and Dana 

Castillo in Flagstaff, AZ with side 

trips to Sedona and the Grand 

Canyon. They met photographer, 

Shane Knight, and toured his gal-

lery. In early October, they will visit 

family and friends in Nashville, and 

then touring historical places 

around Tennessee and Kentucky.  
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As our Retired Clergy Group gathered for our lunch-
eon on May 2, 2016, the group began by remember-
ing one of our members who suddenly passed away 
last week, retired pastor, Janna Adamson.  We re-
flected on the different situations in which Janna had 
impacted our lives. Janna was remembered as being 
loyal and caring; concerned about people fitting in.  
She was a pastor to all with whom she came in con-
tact. And also a good preacher. 

Jim Patterson, as the senior pastoral member of 
our gathered group,0 opened our luncheon sharing 
time with prayer thanking God for the many years of 
service of the folks sitting around the table. Truly each 
person has devoted their lives to caring and serving 
others in the name of Jesus. 

Jim shared that in the aging process his dear wife, 
Nancy often combats back pain but has a sweet spirit 
in spite of her suffering.  Both Jim and Nancy enjoy 
being a part of the choir at Chico Aldersgate UMC.  A 
couple of weeks ago, Jim had laryngitis and couldn’t 
sing during morning  worship  to help his bass sec-
tion.  He marveled at just how good the small choir 
sounded!  Both he and Nancy have made choir their 
prime area of participation. 

Bill Jefferies  always has interesting books that 
he is reading.  One he told us about this time was a 
novel on Princess Louise, the daughter of Queen Vic-
toria. Bill is still involved in leading morning worship 
from time to time and enjoys that. 

Karen Watson in retirement pastors in Indian Val-
ley at Greenville and Taylor UMCs. She loves living in 
the mountains and the variety of people in her con-
gregations. 

Julie Horne is pastoring the 1st Presbyterian Church 
in Corning.  Excitedly she told us of the growing Sun-
day School and youth group in the church. 

Arleen McLane has two “roommates” living with her 
in her home.  They do the cleaning of the home and 
all share in cooking duties.  They provide each other 
with companionship.  Steve, Arleen’s son, faithfully 
brings his Mom to church each Sunday morning. 

Glennis Wilbur is continuing to play the organ 
and piano in two churches every Sunday morning. 
She loves sharing her musical talent with others.  
AND she also enjoys working outside in the garden, 
happy to see the Iris and Lilies coming early in this 
Northern California spring. 

Georgie Summers has placed her beloved hus-
band, Jerry, in an “across the street” care facility.  
She visits every day and they have been able to 
make music together…he on the violin and she play-
ing piano…that all in the facility have enjoyed.  They 
are building new memories together in a new setting. 

Fran Neuenburg recently underwent a second 
surgery to correct her broken femur and replace her 
hip. Fran was injured in an accident last summer 
when hit in the back by a speeding  55-pound puppy. 
She has been blessed by many who prayed for her 
and is looking forward to someday walking again un-
aided. 

Neal Neuenburg has been experiencing acute leg 
pain caused by a pinched nerve in his back.  He will 
undergo a surgical procedure in a couple of days to 
alleviate his back problem.  He’s enjoying filling the 
pulpit in nearby churches…loving to preach! 

Joan Wheeler Ash is ½ of our newlywed couple.  
She and Lloyd have now been married a year and a 
half. She is looking forward to attending her 60

th
 col-

lege reunion at Redlands University. 

Lloyd Ash, the other ½ of our newlywed couple, is 
supply pastor at Maxwell UMC. Joan is his organist. 
Recently Lloyd performed the wedding for his grand-
daughter…a proud moment. 

We will again meet on Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2016. 
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Let Us Walk In Grace 
It has come to the attention of the RCA Board, that folks at Annual Conference Session have been 

mean, demanding, and rude to the Conference staff. That might come as no surprise to some of you, but 

it has been especially observed and noted. Obviously,. This kind of behavior is inappropriate for follow-

ers of Jesus, who are gathered to work on how to make the world better—not to make it worse. 

At recent RCA Board meetings we have shaken our heads and clucked our tongues and wondered what 

we might do. How do we reach these mean-spirted people and help them to mend their ways, we won-

dered. We smugly tsk-tsked over “kids these days!”. 

As Pogo said, “we have met the enemy and he is us”. Unfortunately, this rudeness and bad behavior 

toward Conference staff members has come from retired pastors and spouses too! It isn’t the sole pur-

view of the “young ‘uns”! We were embarrassed to learn of this and knew we had to get the word out so 

we could do better. 

So here it is folks…. Let’s shape up! Let us lead by example! Let us model the behavior we wish to see! 

In the spirit of Jesus we would always hope to treat people with kindness and respect, perhaps especial-

ly those wo are present to serve and assist us. Our assignment before next Annual Conference is to all 

learn to be kinder than we have been before. We can do this, with God’s help. 

Thank you, 

 Marty Murdock 

 September 2016 

 

Immediate Contacts Upon Death of Clergy or Clergy Spouse 
(Suitable for copying to your children, estate executor, or other survivors) 

Conference Board of Pensions  (916) 913-1049   

Paul Extrum-Fernandez, Brian Grimmer, Andrea Winchester 

The California-Nevada Annual Conference Board of Pensions office should be one of the first 

points of contact in the event of the death of a clergy member or clergy spouse. This office is re-

sponsible for:  

 >Notifying the General Board of Pensions (now known as Wespath ) to begin death benefit 

claim processing for eligible beneficiaries, as well as applicable pension payment changes, 

whether redirecting to an eligible spouse or discontinuing benefits. 

 >Canceling insurance benefits for those who were enrolled in a Conference health plan. 

 >Writing the notice of death that’s forwarded to the Conference  Office for distribution. 

Please make sure your family members, the executor of your will and/or the successor trustees of 

your trust know they need to contact the Board of Pensions as soon as possible. 
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Denis Eucalyptus…… 

I have lived on the shores of Clear Lake now for  20 years, 

and I continue to be gifted with days of grace. My focus has 

been writing fiction. I am presently work on a fifth novel. This 

summer I have made my first effort to publish. The book is entitled “Wine of Gladness—

the early years of Jesus”. It is a little different, and it can be found as an eBook on Amazon. It 

can be read using the free Kindle app for a variety of devices Posted reviews welcomed! 

Follow Jesus from Nazareth to Jerusalem, and from Lake Galilee to the Dead Sea, as he grows 

from fatherless outcast to a powerful teacher on the verge of changing the course of history. 

Word has been 
heard from….. 

 September 2016 

 

Jim & Dianne Lynn write that they have been 
in Newport, Oregon, for about 10 years now 
and are still discovering what the practice of re-
tirement is all about.   

They now have 2 of their 6 offspring living in the 
same 55+ park. They had a visit from Nadia (a 
granddaughter) for 4 days about a month 
ago.   They’ve had the privilege of making 
many friends in several different walks of life.  

For 3 years they’ve hosted a Monday afternoon 
meditation group--not only church friends, but 
some “quantum” folk and a few loving and car-
ing people who help everyone become a won-
derful extended family.  

Dianne and Jim got involved politically in a local 
issue when the city of Newport was making 
plans to fluoridate the water. They were part of 
about a dozen who became a real team work-
ing together, a team that couldn’t have been 
happier when the vote was 62% against adding 
those toxic chemicals to the drinking water!  

Jim now sings in both choirs at the Lutheran 
Church. He also hangs out to do some for his 

exercising at the Rec Center, and joins Dianne 
with her main exercise of walking around their 
park. 

Dianne and Jim have been a couple that has 
enjoyed much travel, camping, and backpack-
ing over the years, but are now somewhat lim-
ited due to health reasons—their own and both 
“kids” in the park.  They have been on a healing 
path and find their hopes being strengthened by 
God’s Spirit. 

They ask God’s blessings for all! and are look-
ing forward to seeing what everyone writes to 
enrich our DAYS OF GRACE! 

 

Bert and Linda Schniepp traveled to Califor-
nia in February to visit their daughter and other 
family and friends. We also enjoyed spending 
time at the beautiful complex where Harry and 
Anita Dutt live in Santa Barbara. We returned to 
Florence, OR in time for the Easter celebration 
and for Bert to assist with pastoral leadership 
as our appointed pastor needed surgery with 
several weeks of recovery. Now it’s time for our 
annual Fall trip. Most of it will be spent enjoying 
the color and activities of the Skagit Valley area 
in Washington. Our RV will be parked in the 
woods at the edge of Puget Sound where the 
sunsets are spectacular! 
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ALBRIGHT, JOHN and LOIS 
share Lois is doing very well re-
covering from her fall at home. 
She is no longer wearing any 
braces (yea). Her goal now is to 
work on driving again. “I feel ex-
tremely well”, are her words to 
share with all of us. Those who 
attended their 70th anniversary 
party June 11th  packed 15,000 
pounds of food for the mission 
school Cambodian children 
through STOP HUNGER NOW! 
What a wonderful experience Lois 
and John allowed many of us to 
enjoy. Thank you again to them 
for hosting the annual Albright ice 
cream social in July. 

 

ANGOVE, JERRY and SUE en-
joyed their Kauai, Hawaii trip with 
son Philip and family. We had 
lunch and a great visit with Alpha 
Goto from our conference. He 
pastors the oldest church on Kau-
ai located in Hanalei, just west of 
Princeville. Angove’s anniversary 
was spent in South Lake Tahoe. 
Sue starts her annual fall work at 
Kaiser giving flu injections Sept. 
24. 

 

CALLAWAY, NORMAN and AR-
DITH write that after twenty-five 
years of retirement living on 
Miramonte Drive in Woodland, we 
have sold our house and moved 
to St. John’s Retirement Village  
in Woodland on March 1st. Chil-
dren and grandchildren gathered 
mid-March to take favorite trinkets  
and treasures to a different 
branch of the family tree as we 
readied the house for sale; it 
SOLD in TWO  days. Here at St. 
John’s we find people of convivial 
mind and kindred spirit to keep us 
active and alert. We stayed ‘local’ 
all summer so people could come 
see us in our new digs. Among 

those showing up,  our first great-
grandchild, Callaway “Cal” Ben-
nett Holmes of Hillsboro, OR who 
came with his parents  and grand-
parents for a mid-July weekend. 

 

DAHL, JAN continues to live in 
her Carmichael home dealing 
with Alzheimer’s. A live-in care-
giver makes this possible for Jan. 

 

FADO, DON and JEAN are 
thankful to report that great 
grandson, Connor Halloran is 
FREE of cancer. His most recent 
PET scan showed no signs of the 
disease. What a marvelous bless-
ing! 

 

GREEN, LOTHAIR and JOYCE 
spent the month of April on Maui, 
then headed to Ashland, Oregon 
for the Shakespeare Festival in 
August. Lothair has preached at 
our UMCs in Auburn, Elk Grove, 
and Lincoln to name a few the 
past several months. 

 

GRUNDMAN, GARY and DEB 
are re-retired in Woodland after 
Gary’s interim year at Evergreen 
Valley UMC in San Jose. Yard 
projects, quilting, reading, and 
some travel keep them occu-
pied.  Church-wise, some supply 
preaching for Gary and handbell 
choir leadership for Deb bring joy. 
Retirement is a blessing, they 
say. 

 

HINSHAW, LARRY and 
DOREEN enjoyed wonderful 
time at their Arizona cabin with 
family and friends this summer. 
They traveled to the Olympic 
Peninsula in the Pacific North-
west to visit Larry’s brother and 
family. The two couples enjoyed 
an Alaskan cruise too! Larry was 

hospitalized for a short time re-
cently. He is now home. Doreen 
and he celebrated their eleventh 
wedding anniversary September 
17th. Their plans are now to enjoy 
whatever adventures come their 
way. 

  

 

MARTIN, EVA and ED have 
been on a trip to Yellowstone with 
Ed's family. We had 13 people 
and 4 generations.We had a fun 
four days with Ed's family watch-
ing Old Faithful spout, observing 
beautiful and ugly pools and 
vents to the volcano and going to  
the top of Yellowstone Falls. We 
saw all the different animals and 
were stuck in many buffalo jams. 
We spent two days in Glacier Na-
tional Park and it was gorgeous 
but overcrowded. After that 
we traveled down the Columbia 
Gorge to see the many  water-
falls. In this area we visited with 4 
different relative families.  We had 
3 days on the Oregon coast. On 
our way home, just south of Red 
Bluff on I 5, Ed says there goes a 
wheel. We don't know what hap-
pened but something created a 
huge hole in a tire and the lug 
nuts broke off and the whole thing 
went flying down the freeway 
tearing the side of the RV and 
breaking one of the stabilizer 
jacks. There was almost no 
shoulder but  some farmer shep-
herded us to a better place to 
stop. The Highway patrol came 
by and  eventually, after 3 1/2 
hours, with help from a mobile 
service man, we were on the road 
again, limping but headed home. 
Got home at 10:00PM. There are 
a number of repairs that will have 
to be made to the RV. We are just 
thankful to be home safely.  
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To create and maintain a team of dedicated individuals who will respond to pastoral issues of retired clergy 
and their families. Utilizing a model from Stephen Ministry, team members will initiate term-limited contact 
with identified care receivers. Subsequent to each pastoral contact, the team member will report to the Ex-
ecutive Coordinating Unit. 

The proposal assumes there are different levels of potential pastoral contact. The most obvious type is con-
tact surrounding various forms of grief. Examples might be the death of a loved one, transition into retire-
ment, disability, becoming an empty nester, or a family member involved in some accusation or charge. 

Contact might involve “walking alongside” someone who is about to go through surgery or helping someone 
come to terms with a recent diagnosis. 

The PRT functions as a ministry to help fulfill our responsibility to retired clergy members and the families. 

The choice of members of the PRT will be made by the Executive Coordinating Unit, as a special function of 
the Relational Care Committee. The primary pool of the PRT will be retired clergy or family members but 
might also include active clergy or family members. 

The PRT will meet in person on a regular basis for in-service training and fellowship. Overnight accommo-
dations may be provided and, if so, costs of room and board will be paid for by the Conference and/or RCA. 
The PRT will also seek to provide training to Circuits or other groupings if requested. The PRT will advertise 
its services in Conference publications. Accountability regarding PRT members and their efforts will be 
maintained. Meetings will include consultations with our resident Clinical Psychologist. 

SPRING FLING! 

Save The Date! April 19-20, 2017 

Father Tom Bonacci came to the Spring Fling Committee highly recommended by those 

who attended this past January’s Ecumenical Retreat. He has agreed to join us next 

year to share his understanding of Pope Francis and his transformation of the Catholic 

Church that hasn’t been seen for generations. Father Bonacci, a Passionist, will gladly 

share how Pope Francis has impacted the Catholic Church and beyond. He is the 

founder and director of the Interfaith Peace Project in Antioch, CA. The IPP en-

courages interfaith peace and mutual respect through small discussion, study, prayer, 

ritual, and practice. We look forward to joining with him to better understand the 

Pope’s impact on worldwide faith. 
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Velma Thornburgh, widow of Rev. Alfred Thornburg, shares with us snippits from a handout she 

received as a new Pastor’s Wife from Mrs. Tibbits, wife of Bishop Tibbits, back in 1960.  

Second of two articles...see the May 2016 issue for part one! 

HOW TO DRESS ATTRACTIVELY ON A LIMITED BUDGET  
Procedure For Planning a Wardrobe 

 

I. Take inventory of existing wardrobe 

  

   A. Repair 

   B. Restyle to put every garment in use 

   C. Give away 

 

II. Determine clothing needs 

   A. Roles in life 

    1. Places one goes 

    2. Activities 

    3. Associates 

      a. Peers 

      b. Young people 

      c. Children—home and on groups 

 

III. Size of clothing budget 

   A. 7.5-12.5% (10% ave.) of annual income 

    1. Husband’s needs 

    2. Children’s needs according to age 

      a. Physical 

      b. Psychological 

   B. Woman’s share 

    1. Age and size 

      a. Well proportioned figure 

       (1) Less difficult to find smart clothes 

       (2) Less expensive 

      b. Large sizes 

       (1) More expensive 

       (2) More alterations required 

IV.  Most expensive garments purchased first 

   A. Coat, suit, jacket-dress used as core for harmony 

 

V.  One basic color path (black, brown or navy) 

 

VI.  Hat, shoes, handbag same basic color 

   A. Best quality budget will allow 

 

VII.  Foundation garments and slips in tailored finish 

 

VIII. Coordinate design and texture 

   A. Basic design 

   B. Medium textures 
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Eighteen members of the Northern Nevada 

RCA gatherd for lunch on August 10th, 2016 at 

a restaurant owned and operated by a local 

businessman. 

VELMA THORNBURG, who lives in the small 

town of Fernley, is doing great. Daughter Susan 

got married in August and the groom is fine with 

Velma living with them. 

KARLA BOWMAN took an Alaskan cruise 

with her significant other. It rained the entire 

time and the both developed bronchitis. 

DIANA GREER also went on an Alaskan 

cruise but she went with her sister and brother-

in-law. They had a wonderful time and the 

weather was great. Diana also spent a week at 

Redwood Christian Park with two grandsons 

and had a wonderful time. 

PAT AND CAROL LEAMY were in a traffic 

accident that flipped their car onto the driver’s 

side. A sturdy firefighter crawled into the car 

through the windshield and caught Carol when 

her seatbelt was cut away. Macaroon, her ser-

vice dog, was not with them. Both Pat and Carol 

walked away from the accident with minor inju-

ries. 

 

ELAINE AND JOHN SCHMIDT flew to South 

Carolina in July and on the return trip John was 

not allowed to enter the secure area as he had 

no ID having left his wallet at home! After plenty 

of time attempting to find some sort of identifica-

tion, a good cop told Elaine he had one more 

phone call he could make. After the call, John 

was allowed to board the plane. Elaine has no 

idea to whom or where the called was placed. 

JOHN SUBLETT purchased a brand new 

pick up truck. The previous one goes to Alex 

DeWitt, NADINE’s grandson. In September, 

they traveled to Ireland on a tour. 

JACQUIE MEADOWS had an April weekend 

reunion with her Cuba tour members at Don 

and Jean Fado’s home. Don created a CD of 

the trip and a script as well for  each tour mem-

ber, thereby preserving the memories for every-

one. 

TOM BUTLER’s mother Betty died in August 

after falling and breaking an arm. The incident 

turned into a more serious illness from which 

she died. 

Northern Nevada RCA gathers for lunch every 

other month in a restaurant or a member hosts 

in their home. We will gather again in October 

and December. 
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Opportunities to Assist Others 
The RCA has two major funds that have been established to assist others. 

The first is our Memorial Scholarship program to assist seminary students wit 

their expenses. The second is our Health Care Assistance Program. In the 

face of increasing health insurance premiums, deductibles, and related costs, some are experiencing difficul-

ties making payments. If you are in the position to help either group, please send your contribution with a 

note indicating how to direct your donation. Together we can help those in need. 

     Make your check payable to: RCA            Send to:   RCA 

9328 Elk Grove Blvd. #105-141 

Elk Grove, CA 95624 

 

We welcomed Bob & Pearl Simison to our group, re-

cent transfers from the Great Plains Conference, 

Kansas.  They moved to Petaluma to be closer to 

their daughter, and just celebrated their 67th wedding 

anniversary. 

Sandra Exelby thoroughly enjoyed a Disney 

Cruise to Alaska with her children and grandchildren, 

celebrating her 80th birthday. 

Jim & Celinda Current have just returned from 

two weeks in Brussels and two weeks in Paris.  Jim is 

taking on a part-time staff position at First United 

Methodist, Santa Rosa, and will also become the 

president of Rotary next year. 

Gil Viera attended without Dottie, who was in 

poor health and sorry to miss.  Gil had a wonderful 

90th birthday party recently.   He reflected briefly on 

his 25 years of service with the Conference Claim-

ants & Endowment Board, and we again gave thanks 

for the work of that Board and how it helps us retir-

ees. 

Judith Stone is enjoying Tai Chi and Folk Dance 

groups.  She also wanted to promote the Confer-

ence’s new wellness program, Walkadoo.  A rather 

lengthy discussion followed about the new program. 

Jean Houser just had her 98th birthday.  She shared 

about some of the work her husband, George Houser 

had been a part of in Africa and with CORE and civil 

rights in the States.  The Fellowship of Reconciliation 

gave him a wonderful tribute at his Memorial Service 

last year. 

Betty Pagett had a wonderful trip to Massachu-

setts and Quebec City.  Her biggest project has been 

renovating a 1905 railroad cottage on their property, 

turning it into a workshop studio.   She shared about 

the VIM Retiree trip coming up to New Orleans. 

Gayle Pickrell  & John Davenport have had a big 

month, beginning with a large Pickrell Family Reun-

ion in Healdsburg that she helped organize, the arri-

val of her daughter and grandchildren from Japan, 

then the beautiful wedding of her son in Santa Barba-

ra.  They will participate in two work projects in Sep-

tember: a Care-a-Vaner’s week at Shasta Camp, and 

a VIM project with First UMC Santa Rosa in Mid-

dletown. 

PPPPP 
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Fermentation 
Lift a glass and offer a toast to fermentation! 
Make your list: food and drink fine with fermentation. 
Yogurt, cheeses, sour cream, buttermilk (I like it!), 
Sourdough, wine, and beer… 
 
Mold spores and microbes just for you 
Offer a toast to fermentation! 
 
Alive and transforming what was into 
What will be. Do not hurry it, lest you 
Make a mess. Aging is precious. 
 
Consider your aging as fermentation. 
No longer who you used to be, now 
On your way to being made new. 
Some cheese stinks as do some 
Parts of your fermentation. Do not 
Deny the bubbling involved. 
 
Buoyed with friendly microbes, 
Your life is transforming. 
 
Death is the finish, when you are uncorked 
And have a fine, new adventure. Remember, 
We do not drink the bottle, we drink the wine. 
In the meantime praise your microbes and salute 
Your transformation. 
 
Lift a glass and offer a toast to fermentation! 

Art Gafke 

July 2016 
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Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
 
Greetings from your Retired Clergy Association! 
 
Your Board of Directors will be working to faithfully shepherd the RCA to work on your behalf in several areas 
of the California-Nevada Conference.  
 
First, we ask for your prayerful support of the RCA. Second to that, we ask for your support by participating in 
the ministries, activities and gatherings of the RCA. Your presence is integral to our continued success. Fi-
nally, 
we ask for your financial support. A generous gift from the Conference Claimants’ Endowment Board pro-
vides for a major portion of our budget. Support by individuals is equally important so we can: 
 
 Provide financial assistance to the VIM Project 
 Offset the cost of Spring Fling (mark your calendar: April 19-2-, 2017) 
 Contribute a memorial gift to the Scholarship program upon the death of a member 
 Fund the Per Diem received by ACS attendees 
 Subsidize the cost of the annual ACS Luncheon 
 
Dues are voluntary and greatly appreciated. Dues are $25 per person or $40 per couple. Additional gifts be-
yond these suggested amounts, to any of the designated funds below, are always appreciated. 
 
Thank you, 
Your RCA Board of Directors 
 
 
**************************************************************************************************************************** 

Enclosed is my/our check in the amount of $___________  Please designate as follows: 

 

$_______ Membership Dues for July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017 ($25 single/$40 couple) 

$_______ Seminary Student Scholarship Fund Donation 

$_______ Health Care Subsidy Fund 

$_______ Other – Please specify: __________________________________________________________ 

 

My/our special gift is:  In Memory Of: ____________________________________________________ 

        In Honor Of: ______________________________________________________ 

Member Information: 

Name(s):   ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________________________State: ________  Zip: _____________ 

Email Address(es): _________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Make check out to:      RCA 

 
 
F o r  O ff ic e  U s e  O n ly :  C K # _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  $ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  D a t e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  D B _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  L T R _ _ _ _ _ _ _    
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Upcoming 

Events 

January 17-18 

Ecumenical Retreat 

 

April 19-20 

Spring Fling 

Christ The King 

 

June 21-24, 2017 

Annual Conference 

Session  

> Burlingame 

 

2018 

> Modesto 

 

June 21, 2017 

Annual Luncheon 

Poolside Pavilion 

Burlingame Hyatt 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President: Marty Murdock  

Vice President: Betty Pagett  

Treasurer: Doug McCoy  

Secretary: Dave Bennett 

Scholarship Program: Judson Gears 

UMVIM: Betty Pagett 

Spring Fling: Floyd Quenzer and Donna Hougland 

Relational Care: Carolee Catterall 

ACS Commission: Dave Thompson 

Class of 2017: Jerry Angove, Jim Luther, Siosifa Setoki, Ben Silva-Netto 

Class of 2018: Pam Abbey, Debbie Dillon, Tom Kimball, Floyd Quenzer 

Class of 2019: Carol Carter, Jim Current, Bill & Kate Johnson, Sandy Roberts 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER & RCA CONTACT INFO 

Nancy Daley 

9328 Elk Grove Blvd. #105-141 

Elk Grove, CA  95624 

916-539-4249 

nancydaley@ca-nv-rca.org 

http://ca-nv-rca.org/ 

California-Nevada Annual Conference of the 

United Methodist Church 

Retired Clergy Association 

P.O. Box 980250  

West Sacramento, CA 95758-0250 
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