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Days of Grace
“The most wasted of days is one without laughter.”   ~ e.e. cummings

! Autobiographies aren’t 
just for the famous. The 
every day stories of every 
day people are priceless to 
those that love them. They 
become priceless to those 
who will never know them, 
generations from now.
 If you are thinking “Oh, 
who would want to read MY autobiography!” 
ask yourself: “Would I want to read my 
great-great grandparent’s autobiographies?” 
Hopefully the answer is a resounding “YES!” 
It follows that your great-great grandchildren 
would want to read your autobiography.
 Writing one’s  own autobiography will 
leave the most accurate story of your life. 
No one is more qualified to record these 
memories! An autobiography need not be 
ready to publish by Random House or any 
publisher at all. It is simply your story in your 
words by your hand; even if your “hand” is  a 
computer or typewriter. 
 There are many places on the 
internet that can guide you through the 
process. A search on “autobiography 
writing” will get several websites. Some 
have a cost. Some do not. Books are 
available at your local bookstore or 
Amazon.com as well.

One of the easiest ways to get 
started, and continue when you 
get stuck, is  to use Memory 
Prompts.
•Was there anything noteworthy 
about your mother’s upbringing 
•The Holiday traditions I most 
look forward to . . .
•Who was your best childhood 

friend? Write about some of the fun 
things you used to do together.

• Do you have quirky or interesting 
relatives on your family tree? 

• Write down three of your father’s 
favorites. 

• Did you grow up with family 
traditions? 

• Can you remember your mom’s or 
grandmother’s kitchen? 

These questions have no doubt triggered 
memories already. A journal or notebook is 
all you need to get started writing those 
memories down. Well, a pen too. You will 
need a pen. Enjoy the process. Those that 
come after you will enjoy the 
results!

 Happy writing! 

The Story of You
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“If you are constantly in search of this or that,
           but wanting to be anywhere 
                     but where you are,
           believing that you would happier
having more or being somewhere else,
            you will never know peace,
         never be free of care.
In everything and every place
            you will find something lacking.
Adding things to your life,
 multiplying them,
will not bring you peace.
 Only by cutting back
and breaking their control over your life
 will you find peace.
This applies not only
 to money and riches,
 but to the desire for honor, for praise,
          and for an undemanding life.
Don’t desire what you do not have.
 And do not cling to anything
  which stands 
 in the way of your freedom in God.”

    PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS
Dear RCA 
Friends,

Grace and Peace 
to you and yours.  
I pray all is well.
 A s w e 
move toward the 
e n d o f t h e 
E p i p h a n y 

s e a s o n w h i c h 
concludes on February 17, we 

anticipate the beginning of the season of 
Lent.
 As we know, the Epiphany season is  a 
time of celebrating God’s coming into the 
world in the person of Jesus, a time of 
celebrating the light of Christ coming into our 

world, a time of inviting us to offer our gifts of 
ministry with the world.
 Moving from the season of Epiphany, 
we begin our Lenten journey, a season of 
turning inward, a season of renewing our 
spiritual disciplines, a season of examining 
our priorities.  Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday (February 18) and continues 
until Easter Day (April 5).  Lent lasts forty 
days – not counting Sundays which are 
celebrated as “little resurrection days”.

As our Lenten journey guides  our way to 
Jerusalem, I invite us all to use this season 
as a time of growth and renewal. 
 The mystic Thomas `a Kempis helps 
us begin our Lenten journey.  He writes;

Let’s use these ancient words to guide us  as we begin our Lenten journey: “do not cling to 
anything which stands in the way of your freedom with God.”  Let it be so.

Be gentle with yourself, with one another, with all creation.

Blessings & Peace,   
Dave Bennett
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER
GREETINGS and salutations!  

2015!!  How  did THAT happen?! We were 
promised flying cars by now... And robots to clean 
our houses! Ok, I have a Roomba ® that vacuums 
my floors every night, but I still need one for the 
bathroom and for washing dishes! I’m starting to 
think The Jetson’s misled us....

Now  to get serious. My husband, Norm, works 
at the Franchise Tax Board. (FTB is California’s 
IRS.) He suggested I pass along the memo he has 
been getting at least twice a week in the past few 
months.

The crooks out there are always trying to 
separate you from your money and give it to them. 
The “hot” scam right now  is a phone call purporting 
to be from either the IRS or from FTB. 

Those agencies NEVER call you on the phone. 
If there is a problem with your taxes or tax return, 
you will get a letter in the mail. No email. No phone 
call. ONLY a letter through the US Postal Service. 
If you get such a call simply hang up. Don’t even 
say “I don’t believe you.”  If you speak, they will try 
to engage you in conversation. Hanging up is your 
best defense. It also communicates to them, you 
are not going to be fooled and maybe that 
scammer will cross you off his list.

The similar scam that has been ongoing is the 
“grandchild” scam. My own mother got such a call. 
She knew  better to begin with, but when the caller 
said it was her grandSON calling....well, she has 
no grandsons. Just granddaughters! 

If you get someone purporting to be your 
grandchild, a friend...pretty much anyone, saying 
they are {in a place} (jail, foreign country...) and 
need money to get home, hang up. If  you are 
worried that person is actually in trouble, call 
someone else that would know. Better yet, call that 
person directly. If you call your grandchild and they 
answer the phone, especially if  they do so with a 
cheery “Hi Grandma/pa!”, you can rest assured 
they are alive and well and where they should be. 

The last scam I want to bring to your attention 
is called “catfishing”. I don’t know  why it’s called 
catfishing, but it is. This is when someone 
pretends to be a romantic interest. This one is 
really heartbreaking because it robs you of your 

heart, not just your money. If you begin a 
relationship online, make sure they are a real 
person by meeting with them, not just a photo. 
Photos can be copied off  the internet. If  they have 
excuse after excuse why they can’t meet you, they 
are a catfisher. They will probably ask you to send 
them money so they can buy a plane ticket, 
pay their exit tax from a 
foreign country, pay off their 
medical bills so they can 
t r a v e l w i t h m e d i c a l 
insurance... all sorts of 
whacky excuses. Don’t 
send them money. If  you 
really believe your online 
romance is real, ask one 
of your kids, your local 
church pastor, or a 
friend to check into this 
person. You can even 
ask me to check this 
person out for you.

Stay safe out there! Sadly, there 
are too many scammers who make it their 
business to think up new  scams. If you ever think 
something is fishy, it probably is!

 Peace,

 Nancy

If you have recently moved, please be 
sure you send your new contact 
information (address, phone number(s) 
and email) so I can update my records.

nancydaley@frontiernet.net
Nancy Daley
9328 Elk Grove Blvd. #105-141
Elk Grove, CA  95624
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MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

 Greetings! My name is 
Michele Robbins. I currently 
live in Berkeley, California and 
w a s  r e c o m m e n d e d f o r 
Certified Candidacy by Trinity 
United Methodist Church in 
Chico. This  fall I will begin my 
third year of seminary at 
Pacific school of Religion. I 
was blessed to serve as the 
pastoral assistant at Epworth 
United Methodist Church this 
year. 

 My ministry seems to 
be leading me into both local 
and global work.  Locally I 
hope to serve as a pastor who 
will encourage and empower 
people to make connections 
and build relationships outside 
the church walls  for stronger 

communities.  Studying in the 
M.Div. program is equipping 
me for ministry by giving me 
insight and developing my 
skills for communicating God’s 
love and grace to those in my 
church, communi ty, and 
anywhere else I am called. It 
i s m y b e l i e f t h a t t h e 
theological study provided 
w i t h a c r o s s - c u l t u r a l 
immersion approach wi l l 
p r o v i d e m e w i t h t h e 
n e c e s s a r y e l e m e n t s t o 
succeed in the diverse society 
in which I live. I love the 
hyper-pluralism in California 
a n d u n d e r s t a n d t h e 
importance of learning about 
people who are different than 
m e t o b e a b l e t o f i n d 
connection. 

 January 5th through the 
18th I was able to travel to 
Uganda to be a Shalom Zone 
trainer with an amazing team. 
The team members were from 
California, Nicaragua, and 
Malawi. We worked together 
with people from several 
villages of rural Uganda. This 
training included Christian, 
Jewish, and Muslim coffee 
farmers, tailors, and HIV/AIDS 
workers. The training resulted 
in the building of trusting 
relationships and organization 
t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e i r 
communities. This experience 
is  preparing  me  for  future 

(continued on page 5)

Those who receive scholarship awards are thankful for the assistance. We 
hear from Michele Robbins. Michele has been awarded the RCA Scholarship in 
the past. These scholarships have enabled her to do much in her journey towards 
becoming a UMC Elder. 

HOW SCHOLARSHIPS HELP

RCA Memorial Scholarships are funded through a donation from the RCA general fund upon 
the death of a member. However, the contributions from individuals make up the bulk of what 
we are able to award to seminarians. Your generosity makes this program possible.



  ! FEBRUARY 2015

! PAGE 5

opportunities for multicultural and multi-faith 
collaboration. Communities  of Shalom will be 
an important part of my future ministry.

 It is my goal to complete my Master of 
Divinity degree and become an ordained elder 
with the United Methodist Church. My calling 
is  to teach about God’s love and grace while 
also lifting up the voices of those whose voice 
is  not heard by mainstream society. I enjoy 
building confidence in others and helping them 
to see themselves as leaders. Part of my 
ministry includes creating environments that 
promote the development of the human spirit 
and creating a fundamental shift of mind in 
which individuals  come to see themselves as 
capable of creating the world they truly want 
rather than reacting to circumstances beyond 

their control. This is  an important part of 
empowering people.
In order to follow where God is leading I need 
to complete my third year of seminary. 
Attending seminary has been an amazing 
journey of learning and being equipped for my 
calling. It is also very expensive. Being 
awarded this scholarship means less student 
debt when my education is  complete. I offer 
my gratitude to everyone who has contributed 
to this scholarship fund.  By studying at Pacific 
School of Religion, I am learning more about 
Christian heritage and adding depth to my 
spiritual formation. I am looking forward to 
furthering my experience in social justice 
leadership through the Christian tradition with 
a focus on mercy and love. 

 -Michele Robbins

Opportunities to Assist Others

The  RCA has two major funds that we have established to 

assist others. The first is our Memorial Scholarship program 

to assist seminary students with their expenses. The second 

is our Health Care Assistance Program. In the face of 
increasing health care insurance premiums, some are 

experiencing difficulties making these escalating 

payments. If you are in the position to help either group, 
please send your contribution with a note indicating how 

to direct your donation. Together we can help those in 

need. 

Make your check payable to: RCA 	 Send to:	 RCA
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 9328 Elk Grove Blvd #105-141
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Elk Grove, CA 95624
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RCA Supports Retirees and Ministries
	   Membership dues from 204 retirees and spouses have totaled $6,040 since July 1, 
 2014.  What are the budget expenses of RCA since July?  Here are some ---

 Annual Conference per diem for retirees   $ 18,964

 RCA UMVIM mission to New Orleans   $   2,500 

 Days of Grace Newsletter     $   1,687 

 Memorial Scholarship Contribution   $   1,200

 Executive Officer and Administrative Expenses  $ 29,394

 How can RCA do it?  Through the generous support of the Conference Claimant’s 
Endowment Board ($48,000) and special gifts, we are able to reach out in mission, support 
retirees, advocate for the needs of retirees and spouses, and provide scholarships to 
seminary students.

 During the last half of 2014, we received contributions in memory of:  Jim Corson, 
Gary Butler, Zenobia Cambric, Rolfe Conrad, Lee Mellow, Glen Doyle, Frank Roberts, Mark 
Wendland, Dennis  Taber, Rev. T.A. Litov, Bishop Melvin Wheatley, Sarge Wright, Robert 
Schlager, Harry Starbuck, Alfred Thornburg, Arnold Vorster, Esther Dorcas Williamson, and 
Franklin Scott.  Special donations to RCA were also received in honor of: Kathy LaPoint-
Collup, Don Fado, and John Auer.

 Thank you for your ongoing support of your Retired Clergy Association.  

              Doug McCoy, Treasurer

Ordering a 2014 ACS Journal

It is possible to get both a downloaded version of the Journal (.pdf file) and a printed copy. 
Unfortunately, both require internet access. If you cannot access either version or do not have 
someone who can do so for you, let me know. You and I can work something out.

To Download: Go to: www.cnumc.org > Resources (top right) > Journals  (right hand column). 
The main box will have a place to click to download the 2014 Journal. Past years can be 
downloaded by choosing “Previous Journals” on the right side of your screen.

Printed Copy: Go to: www.createspace/5069258. Follow their directions. Cost is $15. 
Amazon has it available for $14.25. Search for “Cal Nevada Conference” or “Cal Nevada 
Journal” to find it. If you have Amazon Prime, it is an eligible shipment. Amazon also has the 
2013 Journal available. 

http://www.cnumc.org
http://www.cnumc.org
http://www.createspace/5069258
http://www.createspace/5069258
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Tenth Annual RCA VIM Trip to 
New Orleans

St. Mark’s UMC on the left.
North Rampart Community Center on the right

We Want YOU to join us!
• Play, worship, work together with colleagues

• Enjoy the French Quarter and good food - it’s like a visit to another country!

• Share in restoration of a home with five days of good physical labor ad learning 
new skills, each according to his or her own ability.

Stay at North Ramparts Community Center, hot showers, beds, and we are part 
of vital mission as well.  

OCTOBER 30 – NOVEMBER 8, 2015 
New Orleans, 10th anniversary of Katrina 

“Please come back,” they said, and we 
promised one more time…..join us! 
Open to all retired clergy and clergy spouses!  

To	  join
	  the	  2

015	  V
IM	  Team

,	  

conta
ct:

Be7y	  
Page7

be7yp
age7@

gmail.com

mailto:bettypagett@gmail.com
mailto:bettypagett@gmail.com
mailto:bettypagett@gmail.com
mailto:bettypagett@gmail.com
mailto:bettypagett@gmail.com
mailto:bettypagett@gmail.com
mailto:bettypagett@gmail.com
mailto:bettypagett@gmail.com
mailto:bettypagett@gmail.com
mailto:bettypagett@gmail.com
mailto:bettypagett@gmail.com


  ! FEBRUARY 2015

! PAGE 8

OVER MY HEAD
Ninth Annual RCA UMVIM 

Trip
New Orleans, Louisiana

by Sandy Roberts
   The Very Industrious Methodists, also 
known as VIM, were on the move again in 
November.  This year’s Team included: Betty 
Pagett, who headed up the project, Nadine 
DeWitt, John Sublett, Carl Thomas, Nancy 
Schwartz, Sandy Roberts, Joe Hurd who 
drove in from Philadelphia, and the new kid 
on the block, Floyd Quenzer.  The Team left 

for New Orleans to work for the Epworth Project on Halloween only to find out they had 
missed the annual parade by one day.  However, there were plenty of people in costumes to 
keep them entertained until they started work.  After the annual Saturday morning breakfast 
of beignets at Café du Monde they started work preparing lunch for the following day under 
the supervision of Nancy Schwartz.  St Mark’s UMC feeds 150 homeless/hungry people after 
the Sunday worship service and this year they volunteered to prep and serve the meal.  

   After worship and clean-up they visited some of the previous 
projects that the Team had worked on in previous years as  well 
as a tour of the Brad Pitt homes and the Habitat for Humanity’s 
Musicians’ Village.  This year we all noticed that there seemed to 
be a lot more homes that have been repaired and painted.  
However, there are still many homes that are still boarded up or 
torn down and need rebuilding.  
   Monday morning we headed out to the work site in Jefferson 
Parish just west of New Orleans, a home belonging to an older 
disabled lady, Karen, who had trusted a contractor after Katrina 
and he left town with all her 
money.  She was able to 
raise enough money to 
m o v e f o r w a r d w i t h 
rebuilding with the help of 

Epworth Project who supply the labor.  When the team 
was told they would be putting up drywall everyone 
was happy because that is our specialty, but when we 
arrived we realized it meant putting it on the ceiling, the 
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VIM Trip
(continued)

walls  were already done!  Oh 
my, where to begin…so 
everyone got busy 
putting the insulation in 
the ceiling so teams 
could start putting up 
the ceiling wall board.  
The dynamic duo of 
Nancy and Sandy were 
left to finish putting in 
the insulation in the 
living room as others 
dry-walled.  
 We were able to 
finish all the ceilings except 
for the living room-kitchen 
which we gladly left for a 
team from Turlock that 
finished in two days the next 
week.  It is  the hope of 
Epworth Project that they will 
be able to move Karen in by 
Christmas, after nine years 
away from home.    
   Our team worked well 
together and each evening 
after showers we headed to 
a loca l res taurant and 
enjoyed dinner.  The dessert 
of choice was bread pudding, 
a specialty of New Orleans.  
It was fun to do a taste test of 
each one because they were 
all different but delicious.  I 
think the consensus was the 
one with raisins served at a 
loca l res tauran t ca l led 
Vacherie [meaning sheep 
pasture] was the best.  
   While the team is in New 
Orleans we stay at the North 
Rampart Community Center 
which is quite fabulous for 

$20 a night.  During the day 
there is an after school 
program run by “Coach” that 
includes about 100 children 
from kindergarten to high 
school.  The gym is in use 

every afternoon when the 
high school boys come to 
play.  The younger children 
a re g i ven a mea l and 
participate in activities  from 
computers to games and 
crafts.  Coach has found a 
college student who will 
come in four hours a week to 
give music lessons to the 
children.  It is a dream he 
has had for a long time, and 
now thanks to the mission 
giving of our VIM group has 
funding, so let the music 
begin. It is  funded through 
this school year.  
   It was a great week.  The 
T e a m w o r k e d h a r d , 
worshiped together, enjoyed 
lots of laughter and even 
some tears.  I have vied to 
keep going until my gloves 
wear out; I worked in them 
the entire time, but I think 
they still have a few more 
years left in them, so I will be 
there next year.  Nadine 
started this project with RCA 

in the year after Katrina and 
hopes some of the younger 
“kids” in RCA will pick up and 
carry on.  If you want to 
spend a week with some 
Very Industrious Methodists 

he lp ing to rebu i ld 
homes in New Orleans 
please contact Betty 
Pagett. We will return 
for the 10th anniversary 
of Katrina next fall.  
New faces are always 
welcome, and if you 
have been before we 
will welcome you back. 
 O u r U M V I M 

team also suggested 
that a list of all churches 
across the country who have 
b e e n i n v o l v e d i n t h e 
rebuilding effort and stayed 
a t N o r t h R a m p a r t b e 
compiled so that funds could 
b e s o u g h t f r o m t h o s e 
churches to support the 
community programs at 
North Rampart Center. We 
hope to work on that while 
we are there.
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SACRAMENTO  “IS-BEENS”
Sue Angove

Many of our group are content 
with their everyday happenings 
and say, “Greetings to all in this 
New Year 2015”. 

 Forty-five years ago, 
1969-1970, NORMAN and 
ARDITH CALLAWAY hosted a 
Swedish exchange student, 
Eva Sahlin while they lived in 
Bakersfield. In the ensuing 
years they have seen her in 
Europe and on the East coast 
of the U.S. This year Eva 
traveled to California spending 
the first week of 2015 with 
Norman and Ardith. A grand 
time was had by all, her 
memory supplying things they 
had forgotten!

 J A N D A H L h a d a 
wonderful Christmas with family 
joining her in Carmichael. Their 
h e l p f u l n e s s i n g e t t i n g 
everything ready for the holiday 
made it so special for Jan.

 DICK and BARBARA 
ERNST have spent fourteen 
wonderful years in retirement 
l i v i n g i n L o o m i s a n d 
worshipping at First UMC in 
Loomis. Now they are getting 
their home ready to put on the 
market. They are planning to 
move to Livermore where they 
will be closer to children and 
grandchildren.

 GARY and DEBBI 
GRUNDMAN enjoy retirement 

travel a bit differently than they 
expected. Gary is currently 
serving an international interim 
appointment through June 30th 
in Chugiak, Alaska, near 
Anchorage. Thank you all for 
your prayers for this  church 
family. Their newly appointed 
pastor died suddenly after his 
arrival at the church. Debbi has 
visited several times since Gary 
was appointed there, the most 
recent being all of the 12 Days 
of Christmas. Sometimes mild 
temperatures (33 degrees) 
sometimes frigid temps(-2 
degrees) but when the skies 
are clear, it IS glorious! Not the 
least of which as the display of 
the “aurora borealis” the night 
before Epiphany Sunday. 
‘Arise, shine, for your light has 
come!’ Indeed! Blessings to all 
of you!

 EVA HERSCHBACH-
MARTIN and ED MARTIN 
fulfilled one of their bucket list 
items by traveling to Utah in 
Oct and hiking 3 miles to 
Delicate Arch. This grand huge 
sentinel to our ancient earth is 
45 feet high and very beautiful. 
On that trip we stopped at 
Great Basin, NV (Mt Wheeler) 
which has a glacier and Bristle 
Cone Pines. The drive on 
highway 70 into Arches Nat'l 
Park which has 2000 arches 
and miles of hiking trails, and 
Canyonlands  Nat'l Park that 

rivals the Grand Canyon is 
spectacular. We also enjoyed 
the Albuquerque Balloon 
Festival with one landing in the 
street in front of our friend's 
house. It was special touring 
Canyon de Chelly Nat'l Park 
that has been inhabited for 
1500 years. We had to stop at 
Organ Pipe Nat'l Park on the 
AZ/ Mexican border, one of our 
favorites. We will begin the 
New Year by spending a week 
in Death Valley and visiting 
Valley of Fire Nev. state park. 
We give thanks for each day.

 TOM and CONNIS 
KIMBALL have exciting events 
to attend in May. At the 
beginning of the month, they 
will fly to Atlanta to attend 
Connis’ reunion of Southern 
Ai rways where she was 
employed as  its  first black 
stewardess. Later in the month 
they will return to Atlanta for 
Tom’s  50th class reunion at 
Morehouse College.

 C A R L T H O M A S 
attended his  55th high school 
reunion in Williamsport, PA 
during September having a 
great time while there. He met 
together with the group of fellas 
who had “chummed” together 
those many years  ago. Now 
Facebook keeps them regularly 
together!
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 K A Y W A T T E R S -
JULSING enjoyed traveling to 
Turkey in May and was very 
inspired as she visited Vietnam 
i n N o v e m b e r. P r e c i o u s 
moments during the holidays 
were spent with family and 
friends  and the MOST special 
were those spent with her 
grandchildren!

 DOREEN and LARRY 
HINSHAW are grateful Larry 
has completed his first round of 
chemotherapy. He will have a 
pet scan in February to check 
on his status. They enjoyed 
their trip to Arizona where they 
spent time with family and 
friends, visited the breathtaking 
Grand Canyon and Sedona, 

then drove to Las Vegas to 
attend two Cirque de Soleil 
shows. WOW!  They are 
thankful to have arrived safely 
back home. Congratulations 
L a r r y f o r s u c c e s s f u l l y 
completing the chemotherapy 
sessions.

For two months in 2014, I served as Cruise Director/Hospitality Staff for passengers 
traveling with Educational Opportunities for the study of St. Paul and his impact on what began 
the Christian World.  

Twenty-six buses, four different cruise ships and itineraries – four different hotels and 
over 1,000 passengers.  There just isn’t anything like breakfast at 2 am before leaving with a 
group for the airport in Athens, Greece, followed by a whole day at the airport in Rome, Italy --- 
greeting the new, arriving passengers before heading for the ship.

On the last cruise there were three groups all with different lecturers, 8 buses.  This year 
we had some new additions to the itineraries – one of the highlights was a visit to Olympia, 
Greece where the first Olympic Games were held.  An impressive site, an outstanding museum 
with remarkable statues that had been found and now beautifully displayed.   

The island of Kos was also new, as well as a most restful day-stop in a peaceful bay 
near a remote village in Western Greece.  As usual Turkey continued to be one of the favorite 
countries for all the groups, there is  just something about the friendly people, great food, 
beautiful, and biblical relevancy to all groups regardless of their theology.  Many celebrate 
communion in one of the small theaters in Ephesus, surely where the Apostle Paul would have 
spoken many times, as well as  a morning in Corinth where Paul spoke very “frankly” to the 
people there --- and then the tour of the Acropolis in Athens.  
            This cruising adventure followed my usual time in the Holy Land, once again, I was 
assigned as Hospitality in Palestine, in the Christian village of Beit Jala -  for January, February, 
and March– which has become my second home.  I head back to the Holy Land January 6th, 
returning to Fresno the end of March.  

SACRAMENTO  “IS-BEENS”
(continued)

Word has been sent from......
Wilma Weber

Chaplain John Berger (Ret)
 94 and holding! As an extension of the ministry of Lodi’s First UMC, I continue as the USS 
HORNET Museum Ship’s Chaplain. As such I am a live interacting exhibit of that National 
Monument, conducting traditional weekly Sunday Chapel, weddings, funerals, counseling, and 
numerous ceremonial military and civic events. A highlight of the year was a visit from Astronaut 
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Albert Schniepp

Elizabeth Kennedy and her husband, Rev. Montee Kennedy, began Jan. 1 as ¼ time pastor at 
Florence UMC, Florence, OR, following the resignation of that church’s “layman assigned” 
leadership in September. Elizabeth is asking “for prayers for Montee and myself as we seek to 
provide continuity of leadership and support for the congregation in a time of transition.”

Albert (Bert) Schniepp and his wife, Linda have used only short RV trips in the past few months, 
including a month in northwestern Oregon and southwestern Washington during most of October.  
Bert remains active teaching an adult Sunday School class and a new members class for their 
Florence UMC, with Bert helping provide worship and Eucharist leadership during a transition 
period. They continue to be active in security patrols with their neighborhood watch program.

Word has been sent from......
(continued)

Buzz Aldrin on the occasion of the 45th anniversary of the Hornet’s recovery of Apollo XI. 
 As a resident of San Jose, I continue to be active in Rotary, Navy League, Civil Air Patrol 
and San Jose Police Chaplaincy. The past 2 years, the God-given gift of singing provided the 
opportunity to sing the national anthem at civic events, 9/11, “Spirit of ’45”, the ballpark, etc. 
Truly an enjoyable activity.
 The honor of being a member of a committee which recently published a New Testament 
version based on the Tyndall translation is humbly acknowledged. 
 I am also grateful to acknowledge the listing of “The Chaplain” in his wife’s church’s 
newsletter under “Pray for”. It can be quite lonely out there, separated from such a lively and 
active fellowship as Lodi First UMC.
 Pray for us, as we do for you.

Northern Nevada
Elena De La Peña

 John & Janice Emerson will celebrate 
their 60th wedding anniversary in August.
 John & Helen Foster:  Helen spent a 
night in the hospital after a fall in December. It 
was determined she had had a small stroke 
which caused the fall. She is doing fine now.
 Art Gafke & Elena De La Peña moved 
from Las Vegas to Sparks, Nevada in April of 
last year.
 John Sublett had a pace maker installed 
in December and is doing very well.

 Larry & Mary Helen Thomas: Mary 
Helen had both knees replaced a few months 
apart in 2014, is  in physical therapy and walking 
easier.
 Jacquie Meadows continues serving the 
Susanville church each Sunday.
 Bill McCord continues his on Mondays, 
at noon, protest for peace outside the Capitol 
building in Carson City.
 Donna Wood, newly retired, continues 
serving the Quincy UMC.
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Sylvia Corson

Ray Alderman had a 
r e c e n t b o u t w i t h 
pneumonia and was in the 
hospital for a few days. He 
is  doing much better, but 
not back home as this  is 
written. He is staying in a 
rehab center for a while 
before returning home.  

Dick Bayard had a very 
pleasant and quiet holiday 
season. Christmas dinner 
was at home with one of 
his three daughters and a 
few friends. All of them 
began a challenging jigsaw 
puzzle that afternoon, and 
it was still not finished two 
weeks later! The rest of the 
season was occupied with 
c h u r c h s e r v i c e s a n d 
activities.

Floyd and Dana Castillo 
report that they have 
moved to their new condo 
and await the sale of their 
previous home. They went 
to Virginia for a family 
r e u n i o n , a n d t h e i r 
granddaughter’s wedding 
in San Antonio. Floyd and 
Dana appreciate their good 
health. They had a fine 
holiday. 

Alf Christensen is  very 
happy living at Grand 
Terrace, California. He 
spends a majority of his 
time working on a new 
book and writing poems. 
Within the past year and a 
half he has composed 75 
poems, and continues 
writing short stories, also. 
He receives  good care at 
his assisted/independent 
living facility, and has 
moved from a studio to a 
two bedroom apartment. 
He enjoyed del ight fu l 
holidays with his  daughter 
and her family.

John and Sylvia Corson 
shared recently in the 
presentation of the 10th 
Stephen Edmund Corson 
Award for the Outstanding 
Teacher of Freshmen at 
University of the Pacific, 
given in memory of their 
son. They also met the first 
recipient of the Sylvia 
Bradbury Corson Endowed 
Scholarship at Cal State 
Bakersfield. They enjoyed 
C h r i s t m a s w i t h t h e i r 
children and grandchildren. 
An April cruise to the 
Caribbean, and a northern 
Trans-Atlantic crossing in 
September are planned.

Harry and Anita Dutt 
enjoyed Thanksgiving with 

their son, Kevin, and 
daughters , Kar la and 
Renee, and all their family 
in Santa Barbara.  They 
shared Christmas with 
Renee and her family. 
They attended the Living 
Nat iv i ty at First UMC 
where granddaughter, 
Brittany, had the thrill of 
holding one of the lambs – 
a treat for a city girl!  Anita 
and Harry are doing well 
and say this is  a good year 
for them.

Brian and Barbara Mark, 
a n d d a u g h t e r B r o o k , 
traveled to San Diego in 
October to visit the San 
Diego Zoo and Sea World. 
They picked a great time to 
go as the weather was 
perfect, the lines  were 
short, and they had a 
wonderful get-away!  Brian 
recommends visiting these 
parks in the off season.  
Bakersfield St. Mark’s 
UMC has decided to sell 
the house they purchased 
as their new home due to 
z o n i n g i s s u e s . E v e n 
though their move has 
been delayed, a new 
search will begin when this 
house is sold.

Mark and Young Moon 
are doing well. They had to 
cancel their October trip to 
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Texas for a family reunion.  However, their 
son and family were with them during the 
holidays. What a joy! Their other son from 
San Antonio was unable join them due to 
family illness. Mark says that they are 
enjoying good health. They continue to go to 
Santa Maria for church, and will as long as 
they are able. He reports  that Alpha Takagi 
is  still active though a bit forgetful these 
days.

Don and Donita Roulsten say that they 
had a lovely, but quiet holiday season. They 
are planning an April trip to Victoria, BC, with 
a stop at the Butchart Garden, and then 
at tend the Skagi t Tul ip Fest ival in 
Washington. They are excited about their 
plans and look forward to the trip. It sure 
sounds like a grand trip!

Bob and Nancy Schwartz report their 
house featured the Paris  branch of the 
family (son Paul’s) at Christmas, who were 
stateside for two weeks. It also featured 
three infections for Bob: eye, arm, and a 

“preparation RUN” for their upcoming trip to 
Mexico. Unfortunately, it featured an 
undecorated tree, and Christmas cards sent 
out some two weeks late, too. 

Sharon Watson had a good time during the 
holidays, including the celebration of family 
birthdays at Christmas time. She still talks 
about her trip to China and Tibet, recalling 
their impressive beauty. One of her 
granddaughters is coping with rheumatoid 
arthritis complications, and the family is 
concerned. Sharon is  on hiatus from her 
dollhouse hobby, and is in the midst of 
getting her entire backyard re-landscaped.

Harry and Ruth Wood spent Christmas in 
Miami Beach with daughter Robin and her 
family. They returned home to twin traumas, 
downsizing and illness. The home they built 
14 years ago was an increasing burden, so 
“no more entertaining and lots of stuff to 
keep up.” In the midst of moving, Ruth 
suffered another TIA and had carotid 
surgery. She is  doing well. Harry says they 
are grateful for friends and God’s  unfailing 
grace! Happily, they are settled in their new 
home.
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