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Days of Grace
“The perfect summer day is when the sun is shining, the breeze is blowing, the birds are singing, and the lawn mower is 

broken” 
~ James Dent

This THE issue of Days of Grace to sign up, register, enroll, book…. 
choose your synonym… for: 

★Annual Conference (itself)
★
★RCA Luncheon at Annual Conference
★
★RCA UMVIM Trip to New Orleans
★
★Days of Grace online
★
★Virgin Health Miles

If you have internet access  you can register for Annual Conference (you must register 
yourself) you can go to the Conference website (www.cnumc.org) and follow the Annual 
Conference links to the registration form. 

If you DO NOT have internet access, there is  a paper registration form inside this issue. It 
asks for email and cell phone numbers. If you do not have one or both, just indicate so on 
the form. This is just so pages can find you at Conference. 

Registrations and 
Signups and More! 

(oh my!)
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    PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS
Colleagues and Friends,

  I w a s a t t e n d i n g t h e Wo r l d 
Methodist Youth Conference in England when I 
first was introduced to a new  hymn, “Lord of the 
Dance” by Sydney Carter.   Now, fifty years 

after it was written, 
probably some consider 
it old and out of  date, 
but at the time the 
words, music, images 
and understanding of 
Christ were radical … 
m a y b e e v e n 
shocking!  The hymn 
has been included in 
o u r U n i t e d 
Methodist hymnal 
since 1989 and I 

would guess that many 
congregations sang those words celebrating 
Easter 2013.

 The song leader who introduced the hymn 
emphasized that Carter’s fifth verse declared: 
“They cut me down and I LEAP up high!”  The 
hymnal editors, and many other editions of  the 
hymn use the past tense, “leapt”, but this was not 
the correct word.  The hymn celebrates the fact 
that the Christ continues the dance, that Christ 
continues to rise, to leap high, as we experience 
Jesus who proclaims, “I am the life that’ll never, 
die; I’ll live in you if you live in me.”

 While we have recently once again 
proclaimed “Christ is Risen!,” we continue to 
witness the ongoing death and destruction which 
humans inflict upon others.  Whether it is Boston 
Marathon bombs, domestic violence, bullied 
student retaliation, threats of nuclear war, road 
rage, or conflicts between neighbors, we may 

despair that there is no peace, and that the 
powers of “the Friday when the sky turned black” 
are greater than the hope of leaping up high.

 You and I have not only accepted that the 
Lord danced on earth for us, and we have chosen 
to let him live in us as we live in him.  It is to us 
that the message of God’s dance, God’s creation, 
God’s plan and purpose, has been given and in 
whatever ways we can we are to continue to 
dance the dance, sing the Lord’s song, and 
proclaim that the power of love and creation is 
greater than the power of  hate and destruction.  
Isaac Watts, almost 300 years ago, declared, “I’ll 
praise my Maker while I’ve breath.”  Such praise 
knows no “retirement” … it is our joy to dance the 
Lord’s dance, sing our Maker’s praise, with all the 
strength and power we can muster, so that the 
world will know  that Christ still LEAPS up high 
and invites all to join in God’s dance.

 I look forward to gathering with you as we 
welcome the new  class of retirees at our 
luncheon, Wednesday, June 19th, celebrating all 
the ways that they have shared Christ love.  The 
next day the Annual Conference will honor those 
who have lived their life in faith, continued the 
dance until their voice was lost in death.  Together 
let us continue to praise and proclaim … to offer 
hope and love in the Lord’s name … continuing 
our Lord’s leaping up high.

       
 On His hook,	  

	   	   Doug McCoy
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER
GREETINGS and salutations!  I hope this 

issue of Days of Grace finds your days filled 
with grace indeed.

Five years! It suddenly came to me that I 
have been serving the Retired Clergy 
Association for five years. 

It has been a privilege getting to know the 
Retired Clergy and Spouses of the Cal-
Nevada Conference….and a few adoptees 
from other conferences as well. Some of you I 
knew when you were in active ministry and 
others I have only known as retirees. Sadly, 
there have been those I’ve only “known” 
through the remembrances shared at their 
memorial service.

I’ve shared my love of stories  before. 
When I was small (around age 7), I wanted to 
be an archeologist. It was less about wanting 
to see old pottery, and more about discovering 
the stories of civilizations long gone. I wanted 
to know how they lived, what the did, who they 
were. Even now, I prefer a good non-fiction 
book over a work of fiction any day. 
Biographies. Autobiographies. Historical 
accounts. Even a true crime or a historical 
fiction will catch my eye first. 

When our oldest daughter was about a 
year old, I became a scrapbooker. I wanted to 
preserve for history, the story of my family. I 
have a collection of old photos of persons 
unknown that I have ‘rescued’ from antique 
shops and flea markets. The unknown stories 
of these random people fascinate me. Some 
photos have names on the back. Who WAS 
“Uncle Samuel”? Or “Marty-6 months”. The 
young women laughing around a c. 1930’s 
vehicle...what struck them funny? Were they 

heading out? 
Coming back? 
As our younger 
daughter says… 
“I have so many 
wonders in my 
h e a d ! ” T h i s 
curiosity about 
the who, the 
why, the where 
h a s b e e n a 
l i f e l o n g 
obsession! 

W h e n I 
attend Cluster Gatherings, it’s  the BEST part 
of my job. Sitting at my desk and doing 
paperwork….while necessary… isn’t my 
favorite task. I love visiting and listening to the 
stories, old and new. I look forward to another 
year of gathering with you and sharing life 
stories! 

Please mark your calendars for SPRING 
FLING 2014! April 23-24 at Christ the King 
with Jim Burklo and Jim Manley on music!

 Peace,

 N
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As you may remember  
from previous Days of Grace 
issues, the Retired Clergy 
Assoc ia t i on now has a 
dedicated website separate 
from the Conference website.  
 One of the benefits of 
having our own website is that 

we have the ability to deliver 
our communication through 
the website.  

The RCA History, past 
issues of Days of Grace as 
w e l l a s f o r m s a n d 
registrations are available as 
downloadable documents.

IF you would prefer to 
r ece i ve Days o f G race 
through the website, I ask that 
y o u E M A I L m e a t 
nancydaley@frontiernet.net 
and I will notify you via email 
when each issue is available 
to download.

The benefits of receiving 
Days of Grace electronically 
are:

It’s GREEN! No paper!
It saves money on printing 

and postage for the RCA.
It is viewable in full color.
I do insist that you 

email me so I can create 
my notification list with 
y o u r c o r r e c t e m a i l 
address.

You wil l con t inue to 
receive Days of Grace in your 
mailbox UNLESS you tell me 
otherwise.

http://www.ca-nv-rca.org

DAYS OF GRACE GOES PAPERLESS….. IF YOU WISH

Help Wanted!
Are you wondering who the correspondent is for your area? Are we missing a 
report from your area?  Please volunteer to be your area’s correspondent!  Email 
Nancy Daley at nancydaley@frontiernet.net for information (it’s not too difficult!).  
This is the perfect job for the social butterflies among us who like to chit chat with 
everyone!  (It’s a great way to keep in touch with friends!)

Please check your mailing label and be sure that I 
have your name(s) and address spelled correctly.  
If there is an error, please email or drop a postcard 
in the mail to me with the corrected information.

nancydaley@frontiernet.net
Nancy Daley
9328 Elk Grove Blvd. #105-141
Elk Grove, CA  95624

A Little Housekeeping...
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

PLEASE NOTE

Please make a note of the contact information for the 
RCA. 

OFFICE HOURS: 8am-3pm Monday-Friday

Executive Director:

Nancy Daley

916-539-4249

nancydaley@frontiernet.net

Website:

http://ca-nv-rca.org/

RCA LOUNGE AT ACS!
Did you know we have a room reserved JUST for the RCA membership?  It is 
usually upstairs (where the displays and Cokesbury usually is) next to the 
Temporary Conference Office. There will be a LARGE sign outside the door so 
you can easily find our lounge.

There are 3-4 tables with chairs for folks to sit and socialize. We have coffee, 
tea and water available along with some pastries and cut fruit. It isn’t 
enough to make a full meal, but a mid-day energy boost? PERFECT! 

It will open after lunch on Wednesday and be open through Saturday. 
Please stop by at any time.

Conference Claimants and Mileage Equalization forms will be in 
the lounge.
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Virgin Health Miles
Blue Shield Wellness Program 

Thank you to everyone who is participating in the Blue Shield Wellness program. 
The Board of Pensions is reporting great participation by those who are in the 
age groups represented by the RCA! Go RCA! The BoP encourages everyone to 
keep walking and challenge yourself to go the extra mile for good health. You can 
still enroll in our Virgin Health Miles walking program at 

http://www.virginhealthmiles.com/cnumc.

Opportunities to Assist Others

The RCA has two major funds that we have established to assist others. The first is our Memorial 
Scholarship program to assist seminary students with their expenses. The second is our Health Care 
Assistance Program. In the face of increasing health care insurance premiums, some are experiencing 
difficulties making these escalating payments. If you are in the position to help either group, please 
send your contribution to our treasurer with a note indicating how to direct your donation. Together 
we can help those in need. 

Make your check payable to: RCA 

Send to: Dick Ernst
!     7930 Crystal Springs Way
!     Loomis, CA 95650
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2013 ACS Registration	
 	
 	


The 2013 Annual Conference Session has been scheduled for June 19-22, 2013 at the Sacramento 
Convention Center, 1400 J Street, Sacramento, CA. This year clergy and laity seating will not be 
assigned.

Please enter your name EXACTLY as you would like it to appear on your badge. No titles, please.

First Name: ___________________________ Last Name: ___________________________

Email Address: ________________________ Cell Phone Number: _____________________ (So 
Pages or other participants can contact you, if needed, while at conference.)

Church Name (charge church): _____________________________________
Other conference relationship: (i.e. if you have an appointment/assignment beyond the local church, 
are a clergy

in extension ministry, or serve on a board or agency with voting privileges)? Yes ___ No____ 

Name of Church or Agency: __________________________________

CLERGY REGISTRATION TYPE: (assigns voting status)
Please select the answer that best describes your CLERGY STATUS at Annual Conference Session 
from the following categories.

____ Active Member (Clergy in Full Connection with Voice & Vote)
____ Retired Member (Clergy in Full Connection with Voice & Vote)
____ Probationary Member (Clergy with Voice & Vote)
____ Associate Member (Clergy with Voice & Vote)
____Affiliate Member (Clergy with Voice & Vote)
____Minister of another denomination (certified by the Board of Ordained Min.) (Clergy with 
 Voice & Vote) 
____ Local Pastor under Appointment (Clergy with Voice & Vote)
____Clergy Member of another Annual Conference or another Methodist denomination 
 (Clergy with Voice & No Vote)
____ Retired Local Pastor (Clergy with Voice & No Vote)
____ Certified Candidate for Ordained Ministry (Clergy with Voice & No Vote)

WHEN REGISTERING A CLERGY SPOUSE WHO IS NOT CLERGY, PLEASE 
REGISTER THEM AS "LAITY."

Spouse First Name: _______________________ Spouse Last Name: _________________________ 
Email Address: ___________________________ Cell Phone: _______________________________
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LAITY REGISTRATION TYPE: (assigns voting status)
Please select the answer that best describes your LAITY STATUS at Annual Conference Session from 
the following categories.
____ Elected by a local church as Lay Member (Voice & Vote)
____ Alternate Lay Member replacing elected Lay Member who cannot attend (Voice & vote)
SPECIFY WHO YOU ARE REPLACING: _______________________________________
____ Alternate Lay Member attending as an observer (No Voice & No Vote) 
____ Observer, officially recognized UM Fellowship (Voice & No Vote)
____ Diaconal Minister (Voice & Vote)
____ By virtue of a Conference Office (Voice & Vote)
____CLayM – Conference Lay Minister Assigned to a Local Church (Voice & Vote) 
____ General/Jurisdictional Delegate (Voice & Vote)
____ Young Adult Delegate (Voice & Vote)
____ Conference Committee on Legislation (Voice & No Vote)
____ Conference Committee on Nominations (Voice & No Vote)
____ Commission on the Annual Conference Session (Voice & No Vote) 
____ Observer (No Voice & No Vote)
If you selected "By virtue of a Conference Office" please specify: 
___________________________________________________ 
Are you a clergy spouse and want it designated on your ACS badge? _____ Yes ____ No
DISTRICT DINNER OPTIONS:

District Dinners will be held on Friday, June 21. Please make your selection. For details about the 
dinners, visit the conference website at www.cnumc.org. All district dinners will be held Friday, June 21 
(5:30 – 7:30 p.m.) at Capitol Park on L Street, between 13th & 15th .

___ Bridges District ($15 per person)
___ Central Valley District ($10 per person) 
___ El Camino Real District ($15 per person) 
___ Great Northern District ($15 per person)

DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION:
GENDER:

___	  Male	  ___	  Female

ETHNICITY:

You may select more than one.

___	  African-‐American	  
___	  Asian
___	  Caucasian
___	  Chinese
___	  Chinese	  (Cantonese)	  
___	  Chinese	  (Mandarin)	  
___	  Fijian
___	  Filipino

___	  Hai=an	  
___	  Hispanic
	  ___	  Hmong
___	  Japanese
___	  Korean
___	  Lao=an
___	  Na=ve	  American	  
___	  Pacific	  Islander	  
___	  Samoan
___	  Taiwanese
___	  Tongan
___	  Vietnamese
___	  Other	  (Please	  specify:	  ______________________)

Mail your registration to the attention of Becky Sheldon at CA-NV 
Annual Conference, P.O. Box 980250, West Sacramento, CA, 
95798. If you have questions, please contact Jane Horstman at 
916.374.1518.
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SEVENTH!! Annual RCA UMVIM Trip
New Orleans, Louisiana
November 1-9, 2013

When? 
November 1-9. We will make group travel 
arrangements out  of Sacramento or you may 
make your own.

Cost?
About $700-$800. Includes flight, housing, most 
food, ground transportation, insurance and 
money for a mission project.

Why?
Because the people of New Orleans still need help. We will help 
a family get back into their Katrina-devastated home and we 
will learn more about the process of recovery in New Orleans.

How?
Sign up before July 1, 3013. There is a $100 registration deposit 
for each person. There will be a limit to the number of people, 
so---first come, first served!

Lodging?
We will again stay at the North Ramparts Community Center 

next to St. Marks UMC on the edge of the French Quarter. The facility includes 
dormitories, kitchen and meeting space plus showers and laundry.

What More?
A guided tour of the French Quarter. Worship at St. Mark’s. See first hand what the 
churches are doing to help people recover. Develop a stronger bond with colleagues 
even if we have known them for years. Have fun and more!

For more information contact:
Nadine DeWitt (nsdgrandma@charter.net OR 775-354-2723)
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DRAFT Schedule…. Please see your First Day Packet for the up to date 
schedule. NOTE: Journey of the Saints Memorial Service will be on 
Thursday at 4:00pm
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Pacific Northwest
Bert Schniepp 

Editor’s Note: News from the 
P a c i f i c N o r t h w e s t w a s 
inadvertently left out of the last 
issue . I apo log ize for the 
oversight. -ND

Eva and John Fugitt traveled 
to Houston, Texas for the 
Christmas holidays to visit 
their son and family. Eva 
continues with her Reiki and 
healing touch group.  John 
works with the Methodist Men 
and makes welcome banners 
for new residents  at Mt. 
Meadows Retirement Home. 
John continues to write a few 
poems now and again. His 
latest concerns “Five leaves 
letting go.”

Lin and Nanci Goodyear 
continue to enjoy retirement in 
Hillsboro, Oregon. They write 
that “the winter weather keeps 
us indoors a lot but we have 
already made two trips to CA 
where the sun does shine a 
bit more.” Lin has been 
working on the third book in 
the Sam Gates Mystery 
s e r i e s , M u r d e r a t F o r t 
Stevens. The story is about 
the insidious  problem of 
human traff icking. He is 
hoping to have it available this 
Spring. No offers have been 
made (yet) on making either 
of the first two books into a 
movie. ;>) They are also 
involved in their church and 
write that “our church is 

planting a new congregation 
on the other side of town. The 
first service will be on Feb.10, 
so please be in prayer for the 
leadership team and those 
who will become part of 
Turning Point Church.” Also a 
concern for prayer is  that 
Nanci's brother Bob is  having 
s o m e s e v e r e m e d i c a l 
p r o b l e m s . T h e y w o u l d 
appreciate prayers for him 
and his wife.

Dotty and Al Dale  send 
information that Al continues 
to recover from a stroke he 
suffered on Sept. 2. He is now 
at Highland Care Center in 
Bellingham,WA. Dotty writes 
t h a t t h e i r f r i e n d A n n e 
Feenney, labor and folk 
s inger, to ld them about 
CaringBridge on the internet. 
Dotty writes that it is  a 
wonderful way to keep patient 
and fr iends in touch. “ I 
r e c o m m e n d i t . G o t o 
www.CaringBridge/AlDale and 
you can see my journal re Al 
and readers can write a 
response for us to read. 
NoCalNev Conf is still very 
important to Al even though 
he can't attend.” They send 
their best wishes to all.

John & Nancy Espie spent a 
happy Christmas Eve and 
Day and Advent with their 
family, and with the Courtyard 
Village family where we live.  
John writes that they  “identify 
more every year with the 
song, "Don't get around much 

any more!" But - we are 
thankful for God's many 
blessings over the years, and 
enjoy living each day.”
May 2013 be a good year for 
all.

Linda and Bert Schniepp 
enjoyed a trip to Southern 
Ca l i fo rn ia to v i s i t the i r 
daughter, who spent mid-Nov. 
to early Jan. performing in a 
vocal and handbell group in 
Disney’s California Adventure, 
Knot t ’s Berry Farm and 
restaurants in the Orange Co. 
area. During the trip they were 
able to do some sightseeing 
and visit ing with fr iends 
around San Francisco, Santa 
Barbara, Bakersfield and 
Sonora. They have also been 
active in their community and 
church, in UMW, UMM, the 
f ree lunch program and 
support organization for a van 
wh ich da i l y t akes a rea 
residents to Eugene for 
cancer treatments. Bert has 
been able to provide pastoral 
care at times when their 
pastor has been on vacation, 
lead an adult Sunday School 
class and assist in worship on 
occasion.
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2013 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
June 19-22, 2013 

Sacramento Convention Center

Annual	  Re)red	  Clergy	  Associa)on	  Luncheon

Hya6	  Hotel	  
(Room	  TBA)

WEDNESDAY	  

June	  19
Please	   plan	   to	   a6end	   our	   annual	   luncheon	   the	   opening	   day	   of	  

Annual	  Conference.	  Answer	  Roll	  Call,	  a6end	  Clergy	  Session	  and	  have	  

lunch	  with	  Re)red	  Colleagues	  and	  Spouses.
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Annual Conference Luncheon
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 2013

Hyatt Regency – 1209 L Street
Gathering 11:30 a.m.          Program and Lunch – noon-1:30

Pre-registration REQUIRED. No non-reserved tickets available at the door.
Registration DEADLINE is June 10, 2013

Please join us for fellowship, food and celebration of our continued ministry as retired clergy and 
spouses.

This is a time to welcome new retirees, renew friendships from years past and catch up on the lives 
of friends and colleagues

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
RCA LUNCHEON REGISTRATION FORM

Name(s)_____________________________________________Phone__________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________State___________Zip__________________

E-mail address (for confirmation)_________________________________________________________
You will receive a written confirmation.  If you have not heard please call 916-539-4249

LUNCH CHOICE:    Chicken ________     Salmon________   Vegetarian Pasta _______

Cost:  Postmarked by June 1, 2013            $ 25.00

          Postmarked after June 1 (but no later than June 10!)    $ 30.00

Number of lunches  ________________      Total amount enclosed:  $ _________________

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

NO TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR.
Make check payable to “RCA”  

Mail to: 

Nancy Daley, 9328 Elk Grove Blvd #105-141, Elk Grove, CA 95624 

Office Use Only: S_________CL___________ CK#_________________ PMD_________________
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Calendar
See website for updates

June 19, 2013

ANNUAL RCA LUNCHEON

June 19-22 2013

Annual Conference Session

Sacramento, CA

April 23-24, 2014

Spring Fling

Christ the King Retreat Center

Citrus Heights, CA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Doug McCoy
President-Elect: Bob Schwartz
Past-President: John Sublett
Treasurer: Dick Ernst
Secretary: John Broad
Scholarship Program: Judson Gears
UMVIM: Nadine DeWitt
Spring Fling: Gayle Pickrell & John Davenport
Relational Care:  Mike Nicolson
Class of 2013:  Phil Hall, Bill & Kate Johnson
Class of 2014: Marty Murdock, Bob Schwartz, Dave Thompson
Class of 2015: Debbie Grundman, Tom Kimball, Neal Neuenburg,   

       Mark Vale

EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Nancy Daley
9328 Elk Grove Blvd. #105-141
Elk Grove, CA  95624
916-539-4249
nancydaley@frontiernet.net

http://ca-nv-rca.org/

California-Nevada Annual Conference the 
United Methodist Church

Retired Clergy Association

P.O. Box 980250

West Sacramento, CA  95798-0250
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